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Outline Of Reference Paper On: 


ILLICIT PUBLICATIONS IN THE SOVIET UNION 


Articles in the , Soviet press indicate that recently underground magazines 
of dissent have sprouted from beneath the cover of Soviet conformity. 


The magazine Sintaksis and a group of young writers and artists in Kiev 
were singled out in especially bitter attacks. 


The increase in ideological unrest among the Soviet youth has been caused 
partly by the disappearance of an aura of romanticism around Komsomol, the 
Soviet youth organization, and by the loss of its influence in schools. 


Ina_ definitive work on the role of the Party in creative work, the lid was 
slammed down on all stirrings of freedom of thought and artistic independence. 

- Prohibition leads to protest, however, and during the last five years the Soviet 
press has had to admit the existence of numerous underground protest publications. 
This subterranean genre represents a literature of revolt of serious concern to the 
Soviet leaders. 
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ILLICIT PUBLICATIONS IN THE SOVIET UNION 


Recent attacks in the Soviet press on illicit magazines critical of Soviet 
life indicate an increase in this type of protest at restrictions on freedom of 
expression. The September 2, 1960, Izvestia article entitled "The Idlers Are 
Clambering Onto Parnassus" is concerned that underground magazines appear 
regularly in Moscow and Leningrad. 


One such magazine is the typewritten Sintaksis (Syntax), lambasted by : 
another Izvestia article for "ridiculing the conquerors of space." In spite of 
having no access to the state printing industry, it was intended for quite a large 


audience. As Izvestia admitted, "it did not appear in an edition of three to five 
copies in order to adorn the boaqkshelf of a poetry lover-- it was intended for a 
much wider circle of readers. '' Evidently much time and energy had been spent 
on the magazine in order to attract as many readers as possible. The few 
quotations in Izvestia donot enable’ to judge the publication as a whole, but 
they are reminiscent of the early verse of the futurist poet Vladimir 
Mayakovsky. One must remember, however, that the writer of the Izvestia 
article deliberately selected the worst samples, Of much greater importance is 
the number of persons engaged in work on the magazine. Izvestia mentions 
eighteen names, presumably by no means the total number. An even more 
important fact is that the members of the group have expressed their spirit of 
protest publicly, without concealing their names. 


An article entitled ''The End of a Literary Flight" in the December 23, 1959, 
Stalinskoe Plemya , ‘Stalin's Generation), published in Kiev, took up the cudgels 
against a group of young writers and artists who preached creative freedom and 
refused to accept the principle that art must be subject to Party policy. These 
persons were reported to have been meeting regularly, reading their compositions 
aloud, and casting scorn on the well-to-do Soviet petty bourgeoisie. The author of 


the article wrote that 


These few persons have set themselves one goal--to slander 
everything created by the Soviet people. They eat our food, live in 
ceomfortable...flats, and slander the creators of all the comforts 
which they are enjoying. 
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The Soviet system has experienced in its time crises of various kinds. 
But aerisis in industry or agriculture is not as threatening as a crisis involving the 
Soviet-reared younger generation. For economic crises, if the creation of 
economic councils or the reorganization of the machine-and-tractor stations does 
not produce the required improvement, other experiments can always be tried. 
Ideology is an entirely different matter, If there is a crisis in the field of ideolcgy, 
experiments and remedial measures will not suffice. 


Ideological unrest among the Soviet youth, mainly among students, has 
been increasing for several years. Two factors must be mentioned: the so-called 
Komsomol romanticism no longer exists and the influence of the Soviet youth 
organization is on the decline. For instance, the head of the student department 
of the Komsomol Central Committee, A. Tarasov, complained in Komsomolskay2 
Pravda of April 13, 1958, that "the members of the Komsomol Bureau of © 
Kazan University chemistry faculty decided that Komsomol work was hindering 
studies and demanded that other persons be elected in their place without waiting 
for the new elections." 


In attacking the persons responsible for the magazine Sintaksis, the article 


"The Idlers Are Clambering Onto Parnassus " accused them of “subversion. '' 
The article argued that the urge to subvert is a result of "cheap nihilism and self- 
satisfied chatter." 


Judging by information in the Soviet press, those responsible for underground 
publications are by no means uneducated persons. The writers L, Vinogradov, 
M. Eremin, and V. Uflyand are :graduates of Leningrad University. The editor 
and publisher of Sintaksis, Aleksandr Ginsburg, also obviously possesses the 
necessary educational background, The Kjev group included Miron Petrovsky and 
V. Barsky, both of whom have a higher education, Komsomol member Yu. 
Shcherbak, who is a researcher at the Institute - of Microbiology and Epidemiciogy, 
and A. Beletsky and T. Chernyshev, who are university lecturers. 


Thus there are ample grounds for concluding that the "rebels" are members 
of the young intelligentsia. The most striking fact of all is that some of the 
contributors to Sintaksis are recognized poets: I. Kharabarov, M. Pavlov, 

Yu. Pankratov, and B, Akhmadulin, They could sell their stuff to the leading 
magazines, Yet they evidently preferred to publish their works in a modest. 
typed magazine with no funds at its disposal. They were apparently motivated 
by a desire to protest, to make themselves heard in spite of a system which has 
re-established control over literature and art since the short-lived thaw following 
Stalin's death, 
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In March 1960 a bulky volume entitled The Artist And The People appeared 
in Moscow. The authpr, N. Shamota, a Ukrainian critic who has since made a 
name for himself throughout the USSR, elucidated Khrushchev's directives for 
art, which were published in Pravda on August 27, 1957. Shamota warned writers 
not to "console themselves with the independence of their spirit,"' stressing that 


»-.In our time, the Party spirit in creative work is the main 
line of artistic development, which acts like any other genuine law, 
out of necessity, independent of the wish of the artist (p. 114). 


Art was thus again defined as a weapon of Party policy and the intellectual 
iron curtain slammed down on all manifestations of freedom of thought, independent 
creative work, and non-Communist influences. Steps of a more serious nature can 
also be applied. There is a hint that publisher Ginsburg was called to account for 
his magazine. A headline in a Kiev newspaper contained the words "the end, " 
implying that the group had been condemned and had ceased to exist. 


Publication leads to protest, however. Over the last five years, the Soviet 
press has made numerous references to illegal publications or statements in the 
press in disagreement with the Party directives. Komsomolskaya Pravda of 
December 12, 1955, for example, let slip that students at Vilnius University were 
issuing an illegal magazine entitled The Fig Leaf. The same newspaper complained 
on January 4, 1956, that students at Leningrad University were publishing a 
subterranean magazine The Blue Bud, and on December 16, 1956, that students 
at the Leningrad Institute for Railroad Transport were circulating a magazine 
in manuscript form, Fresh Voices, Even the legal wall newspaper of Moscow 
University, Tribuna , was accysed of borrowing "slanderous attacks against 
the Soviet press from the bourgeois press." (Trud,Labor, January 8, 1957). 


The publication of the underground magazines in the USSR is symptomatic 
of the overall situation, Whatever their artistic level, the magazines represent 
a literature of revolt. Each individual magazine is © an ideological fuse and 
causes the Communist leaders serious concern. 
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